
 

LETTER  FROM  YOUR  INTERIM  

MODERATOR: 
 

FEBRUARY 2012 
 

Greetings Friends, 
 
May the grace and peace of the Lord 

Jesus Christ be with you all. 
 

This is always a busy time of year with 

extra services and meetings and 
particular during the Week of  Prayer for 

Christian Unity when there are 
opportunities to share in worship, study 
and prayers with neighbours of different 

denominations.    This year the material 
for the Week of Prayer was devised by 

Christians in Poland, a country that 
historically has experienced oppression 
and hostility.  The title for the gatherings 

was “We will be changed by the Victory 
of our Lord Jesus Christ”.  Some of the 

questions we were challenged to think 
about were: 
 

 What is your dream for your 
church? 

 How do you imagine this will 
happen? 

 

and on another day: 
 

 What can we learn from situations in 

our community where division has 
given way to reconciliation? 

 

And before we have time to prepare and 
publish another „The Hyde Church 

Messenger‟ it will be the date for the 
Women‟s World Day of Prayer services.   
This year their material has been 

prepared by the women of Malaysia and 
the title is “Let Justice Prevail”.    This 

very large country is a place of contrasts 
– modern yet with traditional ways; with 
diverse cultures, religions and ethnic 

backgrounds.   
 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

In Malaysia women are in the minority in 
higher education and professional 
positions.  It is a country where 

corruption and greed are threatening 
the way of truth. 
 

As we learn more about far away places 
and the lives of Christians with 

backgrounds very different from ours, 
we often realise that many of their 
tensions, struggles, sorrows and joys 

are not very different from our own 
situations.   Even more so this applies 

in our local area as we work with folks 
in other denominations and seek ways 
of strengthening our ties with them. 

 
I pray that at The Hyde we will seek to 

ask ourselves the questions about our 
dreams and hopes for the future and 
that we continue in God‟s service within 

our community and beyond. 
 

May God richly bless you all. 
 

Douglas Hogge 

Interim Moderator 
 

   

 

         

 
 

 
 

 

 

 



£  £ 
 

         MONEY MATTERS 

      OFFERINGS  DURING   
 

NOVEMBER/DECEMBER 2011 
 

NOVEMBER 
        

 

DECEMBER 

 
££££££££££££££££££££ 

COMMUNION OFFERINGS 
 

Communion Offerings during  

JANUARY/FEBRUARY 2012 

will be made on behalf of the 

     MACMILLAN NURSES – 
  This is a very worthy cause providing 

  help and support to people 
suffering with Cancer. 

 

 

 

       
 

                                                                                                    

                             
                                                                   

We are very grateful to members of our 

Church who have given donations for 

flowers during 2011.  It makes a real  

difference to the feel of our Church 

                and enhances our worship. 

            Please continue with your donations  

                towards the flowers during 2012. 
 

            The following are thanked for their 

                 donations during  FEBRUARY 
  

     MISS V. CRISPE 

     MRS P MAYCOCK 
 

    We also thank our team of flower 

arrangers:- 
 

Pam Maycock 

Vivien Crispe 

  Sheila Mortimore 

Susan Day 

Christina Eddisford 
 

 
 

If you should find the perfect church 

without one fault or smear, 

for goodness sake don’t  

join that church – 

you’d spoil the atmosphere. 

But since no perfect church exists  

where people never sin, 

Let’s cease in looking for that church 

and love the one we’re in. 

 

 
 

COMMUNION OFFERINGS  
 

Communion Offerings during  

NOVEMBER/DECEMBER 2011 
made on behalf of the  

NORTH LONDON HOSPICE 

amounted to £107.00 
 

 
 

 

November 

 

Cash 

 

Envelopes 

      

Total 

   Nov. 6th    
 

£154.00 

 

£206.00 

 

£360.00 

 

   Nov. 13th    

  

£  48.00 

 

£154.00 

   

  £202.00 

 

  Nov. 20th              

 

£  38.00 

 

£228.00 

 

 £266.00 

 

  Nov. 27th   

 

£ 58.00 

 

£239.00 

 

£297.00 

  TOTALS 
 

£298.00 

 

£827.00 

 

£1,125.00 

 

 December 

 

Cash 

 

Envelopes 

      

Total 

 

Dec. 4th   
 

£ 107.20 

 

 £193.40 

 

£300.60 

 

  Dec. 11th   

 

£ 67.00 

 

 £377.00 

 

£404.00 

   

 Dec. 18th   

 

£ 57.00 

 

 £113.00 

 

£170.00 

 

 Sept. 25th   

 

£ 91.00 

  

£256.00 

 

£347.00 

TOTALS 
 

£231.20 

 

£754.40 

£254.00 

 

£985.60 



 
OUR SPOTLIGHT THIS 

MONTH 
 

This month’s SPOTLIGHT falls on 
    DENISE STAWSKI 
 
 

 
 

Spending some time with Denise after 

church recently led to a delightful 

conversation, which gave an insight of her 

view of her disability. Here‟s your chance 

to read what she shared with me. 
  

********************* 

 

Denise was born in Wadebridge, Cornwall in 

1955. She was the youngest of four children, 
but then gained a younger brother just short of 

her tenth birthday! Her family lived in a poor 

area: born to Polish dad and Cornish mother 

and living in a house with no running water till 

Denise was 11!  „However‟, she tells me, „It was 

a lovely existence, eating fresh fruit and 

vegetable everyday…a lovely country 

upbringing. „ 
 

Born totally blind, Denise went to boarding school 

at the age of 4 - this was how disabled children 
were educated back then. There was no provision 

for being educated in a mainstream school. Being 

away from parents and siblings at a young age was 

difficult.  Denise was allowed a three minute 

conversation with her mother once a week. She 

was allowed home for three weeks at Easte r and 

Christmas, for seven weeks in the summer, and 
occasionally at half term. 
 

There were advantages - gaining independence 
for example. Her school had a huge bearing on 

her coming to know Jesus as well: „We had 

regular spiritual worship. We had to sit 

through a full 1662 Matins  - with long 

sermons, Benedictus and Bendicite. Very 

formal to what were used to here at The Hyde, 

even if my understanding was limited. I always 

enjoyed worship.  
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Being away for long periods from my „human‟ 

parents was hard, but it strengthened me to know 
my „ultimate‟ parent was there beside me. My 

faith was a gradual progression, not an epiphany.‟  
 

As a teenager Denise became quite rebellious, 

moving away from God, not wanting to attend 

church, and becoming argumentative with her 

Sunday school teachers about Scriptures.  

Denise likened this experience to pulling on a 

string to make sure someone was  holding on 

the other end! An athlete she very much 
admired at that time was Lillian Board who 

died of cancer when Denise was just 15; „I just 

wanted to be in church when I heard…‟ 
 

Denise chose typing as a career and after her 

GCE‟s did a short hand and audio typing 

course and a course in commerce.  „Accuracy 

was drummed into us‟, she told me. „One 

mistake meant doing the whole document 

again!‟ 
 

Moving to London in 1975, Denise lived in a 

hostel run by the RNIB for blind workers. It 
had dormitory like settings and hence little 

privacy!  This is where she met Mike and Bon 

her very close friends.  A career officer helped 

her with application forms and interviews and 

she began work soon after with the Nat West, 

now owned by The Royal Bank of Scotland.  
 

Returning to the subject of her faith Denise 

explained: „At this time I felt myself coming 

closer to Jesus:  I regularly attended a C of E 

church near the hostel in Holland Park , and 
was confirmed there at 21 years old. It was 

lovely there; I don‟t recall there being many 

children, but it was high worship which I was 

used to.‟ 
 

„I was married and divorced by the age of 22, 

and I obviously felt very guilty as a Christian. I 

felt I‟d live my life alone from then on. I would 

add that it did end amicably, and always 

advise people to seek peaceful resolutions.   
Forgiveness is paramount.‟ 
 

„I met Ray in 1997, and he has been a close 
companion for almost 15 years now. I feel 

we‟ve helped each other and I am so grateful 

from the Colindale congregation‟s prayers 

during Ray‟s four eye surgeries, with possibly 

more to come on his other eye.   Whatever else, 

his left eye is now stable and I know this is a 

miracle of Jesus and greatly assisted by 

everyone‟s prayers. I also pray Ray will come 
to know Jesus fully in the years to come.‟ 
 

 
 

 

 



 

Denise continued……………………. 

 

 
In 1981 Denise moved to Colindale. She 

attended St Augustine‟s in Graham Park 

which she found hard to get to.  In 1991, 

after buying her current flat, a friend of 

Mike and Bon‟s got talking to Joyce Field in 

Cornerstone in Finchley, who offered to 

give Denise a lift here to a Hyde service, so 
she began to attend The Hyde in 1991.  

 

„I think the style of worship is inclusive 

here.     Members are encouraged to read, 

develop leadership skills and maximise to 

the full the gifts they‟re given by God.  

 

I still attend and enjoy C of E worship when 
I travel back to Cornwall, but for regular 

worship our style is more nurturing in 

developing the congregation‟s God-given 

gifts. 

 

Denise is part of the Prison fellowship 

prayer group, and participates in their 
services, helps with singing, readings and 

music. She shares her experiences with the 

girls in prison there. Denise finds this work 

„enormously rewarding‟ and is convinced it 

has „deepened her faith.‟  

 

I asked Denise if people often tell her how 
inspiring they find her. „I find my disability 

has helped my witness as it sometime makes 

people more receptive to what I have to say. 

People do allude to my disability; I have 

been told people have said they admire how 

I cope; this gives me an opportunity to 

praise Jesus for him giving me the abilities 

to cope.‟  
 

Ray and I share a love of sports, especially 

horseracing which is actually how we met.  

 

And, last but not least, my involvement with 

The Life and Mission Choir! Other little 

joys of life? A good cup of tea and a sleep! 
 

Thank you Denise for you story. 
 

Please let me know if there‟s someone who 

you‟d like me to ask for a profile.  You can 

contact on e-mail given below. 
 

Maria682639@yahoo.com 

 
Maria Wardrop-Day 

 
          
   
 

 

NEWS FROM THE PEWS 
 

 
 

Congratulations and best wishes to 
Joyce and Darren on the arrival of 
their son Charlie John, a grandson to 
Pam and Ted Maycock.  Charlie is 
doing well, so are the proud Mum and 
Dad. 
 

 
 

Welcome to Charlie John Fenner. 
 

 
Cathy is still waiting for her gall bladder 

operation, living on lettuce  
leaves  and a no fat diet!!!   

 

  
 

“”””””””””””””””””””””””””””” 

ON CHRISTMAS EVE CHRIS AND SHEILA HAD 
AND UNEXPECTED VISIT FROM EMANUEL, HIS WIFE 

AND CHILDREN. THEY WISHED TO BE 
REMEMBERED TO ALL WHO KNEW HIM WHEN  

HE  WORSHIPPED AT THE HYDE.   THE FAMILY IS 
NOW WORSHIPPING AT THE SALVATION ARMY  

AND ARE VERY HAPPY THERE. 
 

 
Gladys Mmireku has had a successful 

operation and is now 

back at home resting. 
 

 

Pam Maycock had had her second cataract 
operation and all seems to be well. 

+++++++++++ 
 

It was good to see Joyce Field in 

Church worshipping with us  

on Sunday.  
 

 
 

 

mailto:Maria682639@yahoo.com


 

 
 
 

PREACHING PLANS  for - 
FEBRUARY 2012 

 

FEBRUARY 2012 
 

  5
th

 Feb.  - 10.00 a.m.  -  Mr. C. Mortimore 
12

th
 Feb.. - 10.00 a.m.  -  Ms. Toni Anthony and 

             Mr. Ted Maycock 
                     6.30 p.m. -  Communion 
                                         Rev. Donald Elliott 
19

th
 Feb. -  10.00 a.m. -   Communion –  

             Mr. Douglas Hogge 
26

th
 Feb.  -  10.00 a.m. -  Mr. C. Mortimore  

                     

MARCH 2012 
 

4
th

 March  - 10.00 a.m.  - Mr. C. Mortimore and 
                                          Mr. Titus Theuri 
 

+++++++++++++++++ 
 

PREACHING ENGAGEMENTS FOR 

CHRIS MORTIMORE 
 

Please pray for Chris as he leads worship at 
the following venues during February 2012 

 
FEBRUARY 2012 
 

  5
th  

 Feb.  –  10.00 a.m. – The Hyde 
 12

th
 Feb.  -   11.00 a.m. -  Chesterfield Road 

 26
th

 Feb.  -   10.00 a.m. -  The Hyde 
 
MARCH 2012 
 

 4
th 

March  -  10.00 a.m.  – The Hyde – 
                                 Mr. C. Mortimore and 
                                 Mr. Titus Theuri 

 

++++++++++++++++++ 
 

 
 

TUESDAY 21ST FEBRUARY – 
SHROVE TUESDAY 

 
WEDNESDAY 22ND FEBRUARY 

ASH  WEDNESDAY – 
LENT BEGINS 

 

++++++++++++++++++ 
 

 

 

DIARY FOR FEBRUARY 2012 
 

FEBRUARY 
 

Wed.    1
st
    –   1.15 p.m.   -     Lunchtime Service 

          8.00 p.m.   -    Elders Meeting 
Thurs.   2

nd
   -    2.00 p.m.  –    Hyde De Hi 

Fri.       3
rd

    -    9.30 a.m.  -     Toddler Club 
Sat.       4

th
   -   11 00 a.m.  -      Coffee Morning and Lunches                               

Wed.     8
th  

  -  11.00 a.m.  -     Housegroup 
                           1.15 p.m. -     Lunchtime Service  
                           7.30 p.m.  -    Housegroup 
Fri.      10

th
    -    9.30 a.m.  -    Toddler Club 

Sat.      11
th

    -    9.00 a.m.  -    VALENTINES 

                                                  BREAKFAST 
Wed.    15

th 
   -   1.15 p.m.   -    Lunchtime Service 

Thurs.  16
th

    -   2.00 p.m.   -    Hyde De Hi 
Fri.       17

th
    -   9.30 a.m.   -    Toddler Club 

Wed.    22
nd

   -  11.00 a.m.   -   Housegroup 
                           1.15 p.m.   -   Lunchtime Service   
                           7.30 p.m.   -   Housegroup 
Fri.        24

th  
  -   9.30 a.m.   -   Toddler Club 

Wed.      29
th 

  -   1.15 p.m.  -    Lunchtime Service 
                         7.30 p.m.  -   Elders Meeting 
Fri.         30

th 
  -   9.30 a.m.   -   Toddler Club 

 
====================================== 

      
                                                       

Well, since the last Messenger there have been 

quite a  few celebrations.  Christmas has come 

and gone, the New Year is now  well underway 

and we are looking forward to Easter.   The 

Chinese Church have also been celebrating ð 

their New Year ð the year of the dragon.  
 

 
 

Some of us were privileged to be invited  to join 

them  at  their New Year  lunch .  It was not only 

New Year b ut a time to celebrate that the 

Chinese Church have now been at The  Hyde for 

fifteen years ð that  really is something to 

celebrate !   

  
 

May I please have all material for the March 2012 
issue by no later than Sunday  19th  February ð sorry, itõs 

a very short month even though we get an extra day 

for Leap Year!    Thank you.  
 

 Vivien Crispe                                

 

 



 

 
 

A VERY HAPPY NEW YEAR 

TO ALL OUR  READERS 

BOTH  

 NEAR AND FAR. 
 

******************* 
 

CHRISTMAS 
 

Thank you to all those who 

helped in any way to make our 

Christmas Services and events a 

wonderful success. 
 

It really was a good time as we 

celebrated the birthday of Jesus.  

 

Chris Mortim ore 
 

****************** 
 

THE VACANCY 
 

This is just to let you know that the 
Elders are continuing to seek 
future ministry at The Hyde, 
although the process may take 
some time. 
 

In the meantime you can speak 
with one of our Elders if you have 
a pastoral need.   You can also 
telephone Chris Mortimore on 
8205-1209 or our Interim 
Moderator, Mr.  Douglas Hogge on 
8907-7580. 
 
Chris Mortimore. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

WORLD VISION GIFTS 
 

Many, many thanks to you all for your 
generous gifts for World Vision.   We 
collected £179 and were able to 
purchase :- 
 
 3 bicycles for Vets 
 Tools for a Farmer 
 Emergency pots and pans  
  and 

Five Chickens. 
 

No!  Not ña partridge in a pear 
treeò but quite a selection of other 
gifts. 

 

As always you were all willing to 
help others.  
 

Many thanks, 
 

Sheila Mortimore  

  

 
 

 
 

 

CONTEMPLATIVE PRAYER 
 

There will be NO  

Contemplative Prayer  

in February 
 

   



 
 

 

 

On  Saturday  11th  February  at   
9 a.m., ñMenôs Breakfastò are 
hosting a Valentine Breakfast for 
the Ladies  of the Church. 
 

This is your opportunity ladies to be 
pampered by us men, so if you fancy 
Breakfast prepared and served by 
us, then please put your name on 
the list which you will find on the 
Notice Board by the community Hall. 
 

Chris Mortimore 
 

     
 

^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 
 

 
 

A warm welcome awaits any lady or man 
who would like to join us on the first 
Thursday or third Thursday of each 
month, when we will engage in specific 
activities or just spend time in chatting.  
Dates are given below of when we will 
next be meeting. 

 

 

THURSDAY 2ND FEBRUARY  

2 P.M.  

TRY YOUR HAND AT  
WATER PAINTING 

 

   
 
 

THURSDAY 16
th

  FEBRUARY 

2 P.M. 

CHAT AND FELLOWSHIP 

OVER A CUP OF TEA AND  
BISCUITS OR CAKE 

 
 

 

 
 
 

                     

 

FRIDAY 2ND MARCH 2012 
 

A SERVICE PREPARED BY THE  

CHRISTIAN WOMEN OF MALAYSIA 
 

Organised by the Salvation Army 
 

AT 2 P.M.  

 ST. MATTHIAS CHURCH OF ENGLAND  

RUSHGROVE AVENUE, COLINDALE NW9 
 

 SPEAKER ï MAJOR DAWN MIZON 
**************** 

       AT 7.30 P.M. 

THE HYDE UNITED REFORMED CHURCH 

EDGWARE ROAD,  COLINDALE NW9 
 

ORGANISED BY  MISS LENA DING 
WITH FRIENDS AND MEMBERS  

OF THE CHURCH. 
 

Refreshments available after each service. 
 

All are welcome – men, women and 

young people. 
 

 

 

  
 

BBBIIIRRRTTTHHHDDDAAAYYY   CCCEEELLLEEEBBBRRRAAATTTIIIOOONNNSSS   

                  DDDUUURRRIIINNNGGG   FFFEEEBBBRRRUUUAAARRR YYY   
   

MICHAEL and  CYNTHIA. 
 

 
 

++++++++++++++++++++  

 
THE NEXT 

COFFEE MORNING AND LUNCHES 

WILL BE HELD ON 
 

SATURDAY  4TH FEBRUARY then 

SATURDAY 3RD MARCH 

from 11 a.m. with Lunches being served 

from 12 noon to 1 p.m. 
Come along and join in the 

good food fellowship and ch at, all for £3.00 

  
++++++++++++++++++++ 

 
 



 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

Valentines    are    gifts   of   love 
and with  the  help  of  God above 
Love can change the human race 

and make this world  
a better place. 

For love dissolves all hate and   
fear and makes our vision bright 

and clear so we can see  
and rise above our pettiness 

on wings of love. 
 

      
 

Love is patient, love is kind.   
It does not envy, it does not boast,  

it is not proud. 
It is not rude, it is not self-seeking,  

it is not easily angered, it keeps  
no record of wrongs. 

Love does not delight in evil  
but rejoices with the truth. 

It always protects, always trusts, 
always hopes, always perseveres. 

Love never fails........ 
And now these three remain: faith, 

hope and love.  
But the greatest of these is LOVE. 

 

1 Corinthians Ch.13  

 
 

Minister to Groom 
 

“Wilt thou take this woman to be thy 
lawful wedded wife?” 

Groom, looking at bride: 
“I wilt.” 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

CHLOE AND MYRA 
 

Chloe is elegant and pretty, 
But silly and affected; 

Myra is sensible and witty, 
And by the wise respected. 

 

When pretty Chloe I behold, 
I think myself her lover; 

But ere I have my passion told, 
Her failings I discover. 

 

When Myra talks, I’m pleased to hear, 
And venerate her mind; 

But in her face no charms appear, 
My wavering heart to bind. 

 

Blindfold I should to Myra run, 
And swear to love her ever; 

Yet when the bandage was undone, 
Should only think her clever. 

 

With the full usage of my eyes, 
I Chloe should decide for; 

But when she talks, I her despise, 
Whom, dumb, I could have died for! 

 

My ear or eye must tortured be 
If I make choice of either; 

‘Tis therefore best I should agree – 
Ladies! – to marry neither! 

 
 LADY BURRELL 

        
+++++++++++++++++ 

 

Two young women were discussing their 
future husbands.  One said, òIõm going  

to marry a doctor, then I can be ill for 
nothing.ó   The other replied, òIõll marry a 
minister, then I can be good for nothing.ó 

 


