
 

 

MAY 2011 
 

THE MINISTER’S LETTER 
 
My dear friends, 
 

Those of us with more than a few years 
behind us have this habit of looking back and 
remarking how different things are now-
adays.  This thought came to me last night 
when I discovered that my mobile phone was 
a tiny little bit broken. 
 

Many of you will have noticed that I use the 
phone for all sorts of things: as an address 
book, as a camera, as a diary – even, 
occasionally, as a telephone.  It still does all 
these, but I have somehow broken the socket 
that connects it to my computer.  So now I 
can‘t keep my dates and my addresses up to 
date – more to the point, I couldn‘t print out 
a photo I needed urgently last night!!!  I 
needed it for a letter I had to write, and 
couldn‘t download it. 
 

Then two things happened this morning.  I 
realised that I could take the phone to 
pieces and take out the memory chip to 
extract the information I needed.  Result!  
Then out of the blue I had a call from Virgin 
Mobile, to the effect that my contract with 
them was about to run out, and I could have 
a free, new, upgraded telephone tomorrow.  
Double result!!!  It‘s not quite ‗and they all 
lived happily ever after‘, but at least I had a 
pretty swift answer to my ―What shall I do 
now?‖ prayer. 
 

―Trivial!‖, some may say.  Yes.  
―Coincidence!‖, others may say.  Maybe.  
Yet others, ―Naïve‖.  But ‗naïve‘ isn‘t always 
so wrong:  someone quoted a saying to me a 
few weeks ago: ―When you pray, things 
happen‖.  Make what you will of this. 
 

But returning to my ‗slightly-broken‘ mobile.  
Looking at the socket through a powerful 
lens, I could see that a tiny pin, a couple of 
millimetres long and the diameter of, well, a 
pin, had broken.  And I was reminded of the 
little rhyme which many of us learnt as 
children: 
 

For want of a nail the shoe was lost. 
For want of a shoe the horse was lost. 
For want of a horse the rider was lost. 
For want of a rider the battle was lost. 
For want of a battle the kingdom was lost. 
And all for the want of a horseshoe nail. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

This ties in with something I was told as 
a young Christian.  I found it a hard 
saying at the time.  It goes ―There‘s no 
such thing as a tiny sin!‖  But when I 
questioned the wisdom of that 
statement, my friend used the example 
of the ‗little white lie‘.  ―Very often,‖ 
he said, ―when you tell a little lie, you 
have to tell another to cover it up, then 
another, and so on, until before you 
know what‘s hit you, a whole section of 
your life is a big lie. 
 

―It‘s the same with sin‖ he continued.  
―Doing a few ‗little sins‘ somehow 
corrupts you.  Then, when a time for a 
bigger sin comes along, it‘s not so 
difficult to do that, too.  And before you 
know it…‖ 
 

Isn‘t this the story of the human race?  
The world into which Our Lord was born 
was one which, after centuries of sin 
and corruption, didn‘t know what was 
sin and what wasn‘t.  And the ‗experts‘ 
were worst of all: Jesus called them 
‗whitewashed tombs‘. 
 

Then came Easter, scrubbing away all 
the corruption of sin, leaving Jesus‘ 
followers breathless and confused, until, 
with Pentecost, the New Life He had 
won for us exploded upon a waiting 
world. 
 

As we approach Pentecost Sunday again, 
may the Spirit, the bringer of that New 
Life, come to all of us, and set us along 
the path He has prepared for all who 
believe in Him. 
 

Love and peace to you all, 
 

Revd Jim. 

 

 
 

 



 
 

PREACHING PLANS  for - 

JUNE  2011 

 

JUNE 
 

  5
th 

June   –  10.00 a.m.  -     Elders Led Service 

                       6.30 p.m.  -    Communion 

             Rev. J. Gould  

 12
th 

June   -  10.00 a.m.  –    Rev. J. Gould 

          NO EVENING SERVICE 

 19
th

  June  -  10.00 a.m.  -    Elders Led Service 

          Communion  

             Rev. J. Gould 

26
th

  June   -  10.00 a.m.  -    Mr.  Keith Berry 

 

JULY 
 

 3
rd 

July    -  10.00 a.m.  –   Junior Church  

         Led  Service 

              
+++++++++++++++++ 

 

PREACHING ENGAGEMENTS FOR 

CHRIS MORTIMORE 
 

Please pray for Chris as he leads 
worship at the following venues 

during JUNE 2011 
             
  5

th
 June   -     6.30 p.m. -   St. John‟s, Kenton 

12
th

 June   -   11.00 a.m.  -  Chesterfield Road 

26
th

 June   -   11.00 a.m.  -  Potters Bar 
 

JULY 
 

3
rd

 July    -      6.30 p.m.  -  St. John‟s, Kent 
 

+++++++++++++++++++++ 
 

 

MEN’S BREAKFAST  
 

Our next breakfast is on 
Saturday 11 th  June at 9 a.m.   
If there is a man who would 
love a good breakfast and  

good fellowship, then please 
contact me and I will add  

your name to the list.  
 

Chris Mortimore 

 

 

DIARY FOR JUNE 2011 

JUNE 

 

Wed.    1st  –    1.15 p.m.  -   Lunchtime Service 

                      7.00 p.m.  -   Contemplative Prayer 

Thurs.  2
nd

   -    2.00 p.m.  –  Hyde De Hi 

Fri.       3
rd

   -    9.30 a.m.   -  Toddler Club 

Sat.       4
th

   -  11.00 a.m.  -   Morning Coffee and     

                       12 noon      -    Lunches.                                               

Wed.     8
th

 –    9.45 a.m.   -   Housegroup 

                         1.15 p.m.   -   Lunchtime Service 

                      7.15 p.m.   -   Housegroup 

Fri.      10
th

  -    9.30 a.m.    -  Toddler Club 

Sat.     11
th

   -  10.00 a.m.   -   Mens Breakfast 

Wed.   15
th 

  -    1.15. p.m.  -  Lunchtime Service 

Thurs.  16
th

  -   2.00 p.m.   -   Hyde-De-Hi 

Fri.      17
th

   -   9.30 a.m.   -   Toddler Club 

Sat.      18
th

   -   9.00 a.m.   -   Joint Church Council                  

Wed     22
nd

  –   9.45 a.m.   -   Housegroup 

                          1.15 p.m    -   Lunchtime Service 

                       7.15 p.m.   -   Housegroup 

Fri.       24
th

   -   9.30 a.m.   -   Toddler Club 

Wed.     29
th

  -   1.15 p.m.   -   Lunchtime Service 

           7.30 p.m.  -   Elders Meeting 
 

JULY   
 

Fri.         1
st 

   -   9.30 a.m.    -    Toddler Club 

Sat.        2
nd

   -  11.00 a.m.  -   Morning Coffee and     

                         12 noon      -    Lunches.                                               
 

     +++++++++++++++++++++    
 

JIM   AND   CATHYôS  
RETIRE MENT   SERVICE  

 

I   hope   you   have Saturday 

10th   September   marked   in   
your   diary for   the   above   

occasion.  
 

Preparations are   in   hand    
and you   will   have   the   

opportunity   to   offer   you r  

help   in   various   ways for   
this   event.  

 

Watch   this   spa ce  !  
 

Susan   Day  

 



 

£  £ 
             MONEY MATTERS 

OFFERINGS  DURING  MAY 2011 

 

MONEY MATTERS FOR THE MONTH  

OF MAY WILL BE GIVEN IN THE  

NEXT ISSUE OF THE MESSENGER  

AS THERE IS STILL ANOTHER SUNDAY  

TO GO FOR OFFERINGS TO BE RECEIVED  

BEFORE THE END OF  MAY. 

 
£££££££££££££££££££££££££££££££                          

 

COMMUNION OFFERINGS 

 
THE COMMUNION OFFERINGS DURING MAY  

AND JUNE WILL BE MADE  ON BEHALF OF THE 
ôTREASURE FOUNDATIONõ, 

 PREVIOUSLY KNOWN AS  
ôTREASURES OUT OF DARKNESSõ 

 

Given here is an exp lanation of the Foundation 

which has been set up  to provide a halfway house 
for female ex -offenders in need of accommodation, 

and support, with a liaison service  to assist with 

drug rehabilitation and education.  The foundation 
seeks to meet the needs of v ulnerable women  by  

providing an integrated, individual support system.  

 

£££££££££££££££££££££££££££££££                                 

from the Editor  

We seem to be having a really early summer 

this year.  The papers report that everything 

has bloomed a month early, so by the time we 

get into July and August I don‟t think there 

will be much colour in the garden.  We have 

had so little rain that I expect we will soon be 

into a drought period.  Well, let‟s just enjoy it 

while we can!  

 

May I please have all material for the 

July/August issue by no later than Sunday 19
th

 

June.    Thank you. 

 
 

*************************** 

                           

     

 

                                                                           

                 
 

We are very grateful to members of our 

Church who have given donations for 

our flowers this month.  It makes a real  

difference to the feel of our Church 

and enhances our worship. 
 

We thank the following for their 

donations during JUNE:- 
 

          MRS. C EDDISFORD 

    MRS. M. JOHNSON 

        MR. &  MRS. MORTIMORE 

MRS. H. GUERIN 

  MRS. C. BALFOUR 
 

We also thank our team of flower 

arrangers:- 

Pam Maycock 

Vivien Crispe 

  Sheila Mortimore 

Susan Day 

   Christina Eddisford 
 

                           
 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 

BBBIIIRRRTTTHHHDDDAAAYYY   CCCEEELLLEEEBBBRRRAAATTTIIIOOONNNSSS   

DDDUUURRRIIINNNGGG   JJJUUUNNNEEE   

   

HANNELORE 

CHRISTINA 

CHRIS 

JOSEPHINE 

HELEN 

SAYEM 

MARY  

STELLA 

TERRY                  

 
                                                                    

 

 



      
 

 CHURCH MEETING 
 
On Saturday 9

th
 July at 9.30 a.m. for 

10 a.m. we will be holding our 

Church Meeting.   At 9.30 a.m. 

croissants and coffee or tea will be 

provided.  
 

This will be our Minister‟s last 

Church Meeting, so it would be lovely 

if everyone made a real effort to come 

and share in the business life of the 

Church and be able to thank Jim for 

his Chairmanship over the past eight 

years. 

 

Church Secretary 

Chris Mortimore 

      

      
********************* 

CHURCH PHOTO 
 

I know it is a month away but on 
Sunday 3rd July following our Morning 
Service we are going to have a Church 
Photo of ALL  the congregation.  
 

Jim and Cathy have asked for this so 
that they will have a permanent 
reminder of the fellowship at The 
Hyde.  
 

Please make every effort to attend  
worship on this Sunday and then stay 
whilst the photo is being taken  
 

Chris Mortimore  
 

 
 

 

 
EVENING WORSHIP  

 

Please note that there will NOT 
be an Evening communion 
Service on Sunday 12

th
 June.   

Instead it has been brought 
forward to Sunday 5

th
 June at 

6.30 p.m.  
 
Chris Mortimore  

 
 

ÀÀÀÀÀÀÀÀÀÀÀÀÀÀÀÀÀÀÀÀÀÀÀÀÀÀÀÀÀÀÀÀ 

 

 
 

 

         

    
 

+++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 

 



 
 

 
 

TODDLER GROUP 

 

This time last year Maria was running toddler 

group, but by the beginning of the summer due to 

changes in her work commitments she felt that she 

could no longer continue. Two mums who were 

eager for the group to continue felt they would be 

able to run the group and with church meetings 

consent this began in September 2010. Pia and 

Miriam, both mums who live in the local 

neighbourhood and regulars at toddler group in the 

past, took over the leadership, with Marta, another 

regular, becoming treasurer. I act as their link 

person to the church, meeting up with them 

occasionally to discuss how things are going. 

 

Since September the group has steadily grown to 

an average of 15 children coming each week. This 

has been mostly through very positive word of 

mouth – parents have commented on how they like 

the small, friendly, family like atmosphere. All the 

mums and children have got to know each other 

very well. The majority of the children that go are 

between 2 and 2 ½. 

 

Hyde and Seek runs for two hours every Friday 

morning. Charges remain at 50p per child, which 

is what it has been from the start – another 

attraction to parents. Recently there has been 

discussion of raising it to one pound, but this 

would still be very much cheaper than most other 

toddler groups. The toddler group was never set up 

to be a money maker, but to be accessible and part 

of our community outreach. Parents feel they get 

excellent value for money. 

 

The routine of toddler group has pretty much 

stayed the same – an hours worth of play. then 

snacks and drinks, where the children sit together 

around a table to eat –again emphasising the 

family atmosphere. Often following this the 

toddlers have a run around in the large hall. They 

have the use of several ride along toys and they 

can get up to good speed in the large hall. 
 

New mums regularly turn up and there are always 

positive feedback and reactions. 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

At Christmas there was party and the church 

generously gave £70 towards Christmas presents 

for the children. This was a busy time with a high 

number of children. The mums supplied food, and 

there were the usual games – pass the parcel and 

so forth. 
 

On behalf of the church I have thanked Maria, 

Pia, Miriam and Marta for all their efforts in 

making the toddler group so successful. In return 

Pia and Miriam are always grateful to the 

members of the church who help the toddler 

group to run smoothly. Pam for shopping for the 

food and her generosity throughout the year – 

especially in giving her time to make teas and 

coffees, drinks and snacks for the children. 

Charles who opens up the church on a regular 

basis, and Asny's untiring enthusiasm and 

ceaseless and practical help – playing with 

children, tidying up, putting toys away etc. Cathy 

and others come along too and their help is 

always appreciated. 
 

I feel toddler group is a vital part of the church's 

outreach into the local community. It should not 

be underestimated how much the social skills, 

language, behaviour, creativity and fine motor 

skills that are developed at toddler group are vital 

in preparing these children for nursery and school. 

Especially in a multi-cultural area such as ours. 

Therefore I ask for the church's prayers regarding 

the future of toddler group.  
 

With many children's centres, and sure start 

toddler groups threatened with closure, I feel the 

church has a responsibility to make sure our 

toddler group continues. Asny leaving will leave a 

big hole in the running of the group and there is 

the possibility of one of the leaders moving away 

in the near future. The leaders already have these 

thoughts in mind and the mums are already 

discussing the future. But they need the support of 

the church behind them, both spiritually and 

possibly practically in the near future. 

 

Paul Wardrop-Day 

April 201l 
 

 



 

 
 

 

Coffee Morning  & Lunches 
 

Firstly we must say thank you for our 

premises  that allow us to do our catering;  

next we need to say thank you to all who 
help when we have our monthly lunches.  

The Chinese ladies, Asny  and  Johanna,  

Vivien   and   Gwen,   and  all the friends that 

help in so many ways.  
 

Our   numbers  are  anything   fro m 14 to 25 

and  at  £3 .00  a meal we are always able to 

give a  donation ba ck to the church.  
 

We  are    always   looking   for  new   ideas   

and people  as we will be losing   Asny and 
Johanna later   in   the   year  and  they  have 

done great catering  fo r   us.       (They   are    

doing    Mayôs   

lunches,  so   please come  and support   

them.)  
A  meal  and  good   fellowship.     
 

Thanks    to everyone.  
 

Pam Maycock  

                    

^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 
 

 
 

           Mens Breakfast 
As far as possible several of us men get 

together once a month and share breakfast 

together. When the usual Chef is in residence 

everyone seems happy, but when he's not there 

and it's left to a certain person to buy the food 

then there is some disquiet. Men don't like 

"Tinned Tomatoes !!"  
 

We have invited the ladies of the Church to a 

Valentines Breakfast and they seem to enjoy 

that. Thank you to the men who regularly 

support us and long may our Monthly get 

together continue.  

Chris Mortimore 

 

 
 

 

House Group (Mornings)  
 

Our attendance has varied between 4 and 9; 
the average numbers have risen slightly over 
the past year.  We have enjoyed a variety of 
material, from a continuation of the 
Vision4Life programme to a series on 
understanding the Bible – which made us sit up 
and think sometimes, to a short Advent study. 
 

The fellowship is again close and trusting, and 
we are enriched by the fact that not all the 
insights come from ―The Chair‖; indeed it is a 
feature of our meetings that each contribution 
is valued. 
 

To stray into 2011, we decided to finish the 
Vision4Life material, but to have a look at 
material prepared by a group led by the 
Archbishop of York.  This has been good, and 
the groups have decided to order material from 
the same origin for use later in the year and 
into 2012.     
 

Anyone fancy a new experience, joining – or 
even leading a house group? 
 

Jim Gould 

H 
             ************************************** 

         Evening House Group.  

I'm pleased to report that despite there only 

being 4 of us who regularly attend the evening 

house group, that we have enjoyed the studies 

and been encouraged by each others 

contribution. We could do with some more 

support, so if at the moment you don't attend a 

House Group but have thought that you might 

like to give it a try, then please speak to me, you 

would be very welcome. We are not all study, we 

do socialize in the Summer and at Christmas when 

we come together with our friends in the 

morning group. 

Chris Mortimore 

               

 

 

 



  LUNCHTIME PRAYERS     

The attendance has been about the same as 
usual – it varies between 3 (minimum) and 11 
(on three occasions.)   
 

Each person has brought his or her particular 
insights to our short time together.  
Sometimes the seeming ‗lightweight‘ has 
brought the deepest insights; sometimes we 
talk over what has been presented to us, 
sometimes we are silent as we consider its 
implications. 
 

The prayer time is usually short… if you 
consider that we are only praying when we 
have our eyes closed.  But if you count the 
discussion of loved ones and the naming of 
those in need, then our prayers are often the 
longest part of the meeting.  And isn‘t that 
how it should be? 
 

Thanks to all seven of our leaders. 
 

Oh, and by the way, we need a new pianist 
come August! 
 

Jim Gould 

ZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZ 
 

Music at The Hyde 

We continue to worship with a mixture of 
new songs and traditional hymns, and have 
learnt a number of brand new songs this year 
to enhance our worship. Roger, Jim, Cathy 
and myself continue to play the piano for our 
services, and the organ gets a dusting down 
every now and again. It has been great to 
have the percussion instruments out more 
often, and it seems that the adults enjoy 
playing them as much as, if not more than, 
the children. 
 

We have had a number of Songs of Praise 
services which are always enjoyed, creating a 
break from the normal service format. More 
often or not there are too many songs to fit 
in, showing that the response is always good. 
 

Specific music events have included the 
Chinese church hosting a piano recital in the 
autumn. This was attended by members of 
the Hyde. It was great to hear the piano 
being played to its full potential! 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
As usual Christmas highlighted the majority of 
our musical events. In fact Christmas 
celebrations started early in December with 
the Life and Mission Choir returning to their 
birthplace to present a Christmas cantata 
entitled A Great Light. This was very well 
attended by the Chinese Church. Some 
members of the Hyde came. 
 

The evening also featured a new song written 
by yours truly as well as solos from a few 
members of the Hyde's congregation, including 
our very own Jim. 
 

Colindale School came and sang carols and 
Christmas songs, continuing the tradition of the 
last few years. Some members of the Hyde also 
joined the churches together in Colindale and 
Hendon to sing carols outside Sainsbury's. 
 

We held our third Christmas Community Sing a-
long and this again attracted members of the 
community who are not regular Sunday 
morning worshippers. 
 

Music continues to be a central part of the life 
of the Hyde. In these financially difficult times 
the first place funding seems to withdrawn 
from is the arts. We have libraries closing 
down, two Barnet museums closing, the arts 
depot losing all its funding from the council 
and the arts council being disbanded. 
 

Yet it is the arts that can draw communities 
together and music can do that at the Hyde. 
Music, drama and art give us a means to 
express ourselves, and in church to fully 
express ourselves in worship. So in difficult 
times I urge you all to sing, indeed as God told 
us to do. 
 
At work I have a little cartoon of a bird in a 
tree talking to a man — the bird says "I don't 
sing because I'm happy. I'm happy because I 
sing." 
 
Paul Wardrop-Day 
 

 

     
 

 

 

 

 

 



CHURCH SECRETARY ôS REPORT  

 

Rather than report month by month on 

the life of The Hyde in 2010, I'm going to 

highlight just so me of  the events that 

stand out  in what , otherwise, was a fairly 

normal year.  
 

All the activities within the church you 

have heard about this morning, and I am 

sure like me you will rejoice at our 

ongoing vibrant life, given that some 

churches within our Distri ct have no 
activities, other than Sunday worship. So 

we can rightly rejoice that we are a 

Church attracting and encouraging men 

and women , boys and girls into the life of 

our Church.  
 

Don't say that there is no romance left in 

us men. Menôs Breakfast provided the 

ladies with a Valentine Breakfast, always 

a delight to see the ladies enjoying a bit 

of pampering.  
 

We launched our Harvest Project which is 

currently for Impact, The Indian Hospital 

Train, with a very enthusiastic 

presentation by a travel writer w ho 
certainly brought the project to life. We 

even had a train running round the Dais. 

Our usual fund raising events for the 

project were held and as always given 

your generosity raised good amounts 

towards Impact. If you feel a desire to 

host an event, the n please feel free to 
speak to me.  
 

Monthly lunches, and other major 

catering events, like the Christmas dinner 
have continued, and thanks go to those 

who do our catering.  
 

We even had a Lunchtime Piano Recital 

the pianist being Peter Day. It was a light 
relief in the midst of a busy day.  
 

The Elders started to lead worship during 

2010. This was to encourage each Elder 

to be prepared to share in worship when 
the vacancy arrived. Thus far I believe 

the services have been well received, 

even though we have on  a couple of 

occasions short changed the congregation 

by finishing 10 minutes early.  
 

 

 

 

 

            
Don't worry because as we get more 

proficient we may even go longer than the 

hour, but joking aside, thank you Elders for 

your willingness to lead us in  this way.  
 

 When it comes to saying thank you there 

are many people in our Church who 

perform jobs, whether seen or unseen. So, 

not in any order of preference or 
importance on your behalf I thank the 

following.   Door stewards, Welcomers, 

those who collec t books at the end of 

worship, P.A operator, sound engineer, 

those who provide flowers, those who 

arrange them and those who distribute 
them. Those who provide tea and coffee, 

those with any involvement in our 

Messenger. Our birthday fairy who sends  

cards,  our cleaners, musicians, Junior 

Church staff and knowing me there are 

more that I have missed. A thank you too 

to the Elders who have carried their 
responsibilities throughout the year, and 

particularly this year as we are going to be 

one short.  
 

Thanks w ould not be complete without 

expressing a very big thank you to our 

Minister. It has all been said before about 

what a 50% scoped Minister should be 

expected to do, well Jim is 50% although 

you wouldn't know it, because his very 

devotion to this church is expressed in 
total commitment. That phrase "Our 

Minister," is short lived, because come 

September we won't have "A Minister".  

Jim will have retired, and I have to say 

that the prospect of future ministry at the 

Hyde is bleak. Someone has said that there 
will be a lot of tears flowing in September 

and that is pretty certain, because we will 

be saying goodbye to a friend, a pastor 

and a carer, and this goes for Cathy as 

well.  She will be missed, and one is bound 

to say you'll never find a replacement, I 

thi nk that's true. So to both of you, more 
accolades between now and September will 

follow, I want on behalf of the Church to 

say thank you and wish you both God ôs 

blessing for your future days of retirement . 

 

Chris Mortimore  



 

        Ministerôs Report 
This is a time of mixed feelings; a time of 

looking forward and looking back.  Here‟s a 

quote from my first report to you in April 

2004: 
I think I can safely say that if [I came] to be the 
pastor of a church which wanted everything to 
stay just the same, then putting us here has 
been a wasted investment.  Two reasons it 
would be a wasted investment:  

¶ you were managing that quite well 
on your own;  

¶ and churches whose only ambition 
is to remain the same are 
inevitably churches which die!  We 
are not, nor will we ever be, the 
same church as the one we 
ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ мфслǎΧ ƻǊ ǘƘŜ 
1990s for that matter.  The society 
we serve has changed, and we 
ƻǳǊǎŜƭǾŜǎ ƘŀǾŜ ŎƘŀƴƎŜŘΧ ƛŦ ƻƴƭȅ 
to get older! 

 

Well, in four months‟ time you will be 

beginning to manage without us!  During our 

time at The Hyde we have indeed moved 

forward; the changes have for the most part 

been slow and sometimes difficult to quantify.  

The buildings have been greatly enhanced 

mostly thanks to the generosity of our Fathers 

in the Faith, and the investment in the Hendon 

Church which we have been realising in new 

bricks and mortar.  We hope that this 

generation has left a legacy which will serve 

our successors well. 
 

But more importantly, of course, we have 

grown in other ways.  Whilst our membership 

is only slightly increased compared to 2003, 

the attendance at morning worship is about 

double what it was 8 years ago – the last time I 

counted it was 71.  The range of worship 

resources we have been able to use – from 

audio-visual to new songs to new worship 

leaders – has been great, and while this is 

jumping the gun (this is supposed to be a 

report on 2010) it is heartening that the Junior 

Church is now strong enough to conduct 

worship – and do it magnificently. 
 

On the subject of the younger members of our 

congregation, it gladdens my heart to see them 

bouncing up to the front, presenting the weekly 

offering with joy and abandon… though some 

people maybe find it undignified! 
 

 

 

 
 

But I want to hoist a warning flag.  In the Church 

Meeting we have just concluded, we were unable 

to elect the new Elders the January Meeting 

decided we need.  The three people with valid 

nominations were all people who already were 

overloaded with work.  Each of them, for various 

reasons, had to say „no‟, although they each have 

wonderful gifts that the church would value.  Why 

weren‟t there any more members whose qualities 

recommended them to the rest of us as suitable 

candidates?  Perhaps it is because we – the 

existing leadership of The Hyde – didn‟t recognise 

those qualities, and didn‟t allow them to 

demonstrate them.  Perhaps it is because these 

people really don‟t want to do more than come on 

Sunday and aren‟t willing to take any other role.  I 

really don‟t know. 
 

But what I do know is that although we are in 

some ways stronger than when I came in 2003, 

there may be problems when it comes to 

continuing with some of the things we have valued 

during the last eight years… even Elders wear out 

after a time.  To that end, Toni is preparing a paper 

which we hope your Elder will share with you 

within the next month or two, and we hope that 

you will be able to offer your insights about how 

the work of the church can continue to grow. 
 

It is not traditional for the minister‟s wife to give a 

report at annual meetings (at least in that role!)  

But I want to put on record that a good deal of 

pastoral work which maybe should be down to the 

minister has in fact been done by Cathy.  Much of 

it has been personal and confidential, and if you 

have heard about it, it will only be by a word here 

and there.  But I think we all want to think Cathy 

for what she has been doing – and of course I want 

to add my personal thanks to yours: only I know 

the extent of what she has been getting up to! 
 

There is so much more I could be reporting on: 

work for the Synod and for other churches; this 

goes without saying for the modern minister these 

days, but I think that you‟ve heard enough from 

me… except to say, “Thank you for all your help 

and love, and let‟s make our final four or five 

months here the most exciting yet!” 
 

Jim Gould



 

 
 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 

 
 

**************************** 

 
 

THE NEXT COFFEE MORNING  

WITH LUNCHESWILL BE HELD ON  

SATURDAY 4 TH  JUNE  
from 11 a.m. with Lunches being  

served from 12 noon to 1 p.m.  
 

Come along and join in the  

good fo od fellowship and chat,  
all for £3.00  

 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 

 
 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

 

 
 

 



 
 

            ANOTHER DATE FOR 

YOUR DIARY 
 

CREAM TEAS 
 

SATURDAY 16TH JULY 

AT 

67 WAKEMANS HILL AVENUE 
 

FROM 2.30 P.M. TO 5 P.M. – 

COME ALONG ANY TIME 

  
SCONES, BUTTER JAM AND CREAM               

£2.00 PER PORTION 
 

STRAWBERRIES  AND  CREAM 

£1.00  PER PORTION   

 
PLUS TEA,  COFFEE OR COLD DRINK.  

 
PROCEEDS RAISED  FROM THE   

CREAM TEAS  WILL  GO TOWARDS  THE  

CURRENT CHURCH PROJECT FOR THE  

INDIAN   HOSPITAL  
 

 

 

 

News from the Pews 
 

Joyce Field is now on the mend from her 

hip operation, is out of pain and getting  

her exercise by walking up and down the 

garden path, although she is now suffering 

with a Kidney infection.  
 

At the same time Stella Field is, 

unfortunately, now in Hammersmith 

Hospital.  She was taken to hospital on 

Saturday evening unable to breath and is 

awaiting test results, although progressing 

slowly.  
 

We wish them both a good recovery. 
 

+++++++++++++ 
Peggy Day is still in hospital although very 
much on the mend and is ready to go 
home.  At the present time she is awaiting 
some modifications and aid equipment to 
be installed in her flat to assist her on her 
return.  Letõs hope it wonõt be long before 
she is back home.  
 

******************* 
Titus Theuri will be returning back 

home to Kenya to be with his mother 

who is seriously ill.   His absence will 

be for about three /four  months until 

the end of September.  Beth will join 

him later in September .   Our thoughts 
will be wi th Titus whilst he is away at a 

very worrying time for both him and 

Beth . 
“””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””” 

Three new members have joined us at The 

Hyde,  Joyce Antwi, Sandro and Leona de 

Pasqualle to whom we give a very warm 

welcome. 

 
           

         (Oh, by the way, that’s baby Julian in  

Sandro’s arms) 
 

 

 

 



 

Musings from the Manse 
 

If you have ever bought or sold a 

house you will know how strange all 

the stages are. There is the great 

excitement when you first find a 

place, followed by the early sta ges 

when surveyors visit to check that 

your new house is not built on top of 
a Derbyshire coal mine or that there 

are no plans for a new motorway 

through your lounge.  
 

Then all goes silent and you are left 

to trust that the outside agencies are 

all doing t heir jobs to move the sale 

forward.  
 

This is often difficult especially for a 

control freak like me! But isnôt this 

like our Christian lives. How many of 

us hand over our problems to God 

and are then forever checking to see 

how he is getting on, preventing  him 

from dealing with them?  
 

And so we must deal here with the 

things we can. The long slow clear -

out continues. Even Jim seems  to be 

moving forward at last ( he mutters 

óperhapsô from the other side of the 

study) but I know some of his books 

were sold 2 w eeks ago at the monthly 

lunch. If you come along on 4 th  June, 

you could buy the next lot!!!  
 

Find out about the leaving service 

elsewhere in the messenger!  
 

Another ólastô for me! Many, many 

thanks to all who helped to make the 

Christian Aid lunches so suc cessful. 

Without an army of willing helpers it 

would have been very hard. See 

elsewhere for final totals.  
 

Cathy  
 

      
 

HHHHHHHHHHHH 
 

 

    

 

A CONCERT BY THE LIFE 

AND MISSION CHOIR 
 

òA wonderful eveningó 

òI canõt believe it was only Ã5. You 
could hav e easily charged twice 

that.ó 
òSo many great songs ð I just wanted 

to sing along all evening.ó 
òThe food was excellent and just 
enoughó 

òSuch a talented group of singersó 
òA great evening ð I canõt wait for 

another concert like that ó 
 

These are a selection of the comments given 

after the recent concert given by The Life 
and Mission Choir. From Broadway to 
Barnet  was held at Chesterfield Road United 
Reformed Church on May 7th to a sell out 

audience and included performances by a 

number of members of the Hyde church. 
Songs included favourites from The Wizard 

of Oz, Annie, Les Miserables, Guys and 
Dolls, The Sound of Music, Oklahoma and 

many, many more. The choir would like to 
express their thanks to all the friends from 

the Hyde who came along and made the 

evening a success. If you werenõt able to get 
a ticket we are really sorry. The evening 

raised over £500 for Chesterfield Road.  
 

The choir are planning on similar concerts 
in the future, but if you would like to hear 

them sing again sooner rather than later, 
and locally too,  they will be presenting the 

musical SPIRIT SONGS  at Kingsbury Free 

Church, Slough Lane on Saturday 11th 
June and at John Keble Church, Deans 

Lane, Mill Hill on Sunday 12th June. Both 
presentations are not ticketed and free. They 

begin at 7pm. We look forward to seeing you 
there.  There will be a further 

presentation of SPIRIT SONGS  on Sunday 
26th June at Potters Bar URC, Darkes 

Lane, Potters Bar, again at 7pm.  

 

Paul Wardrop-Day 

   
 

 
 



 
 

Our SPOTLIGHT  this month is on  
 

JOHN EDDISFORD 
 

This is his story - 

 

        
 

You quite often see him at the door 

handing out hymn books and weekly 

notices, but who is he? John 

Eddisford (a good old Lancashire 

name going back to the 13
th

 

century)……….. 
 

John, a Lancashire lad born and 
bred in Urmston in Manchester, 

John attended the local county 
primary and secondary school. He 

was quietish but does remember 
what the cane used to be used for! 

John enjoyed many sports as a boy, 
winning the Schoolboy 
Championships for swimming.  
 

Johnõs father was a Church of 
England man, with a mother who 

was a Congregationalist.  John and 
his sister were brought up as 

Methodists for the first 9 years.   He 
first became a church member 
whilst serving in the RAF; and 

thanks to the Padre, this was in the 
Church of Scotland. Quite a mixed 

bag denominationally! This probably 
stood John in good stead for 

membership in a United Reformed 
Church! 
 

John became a jig and tool maker at 

16.  He was called up to the armed 
forces at 18, but completed his 

apprenticeship first and so joined at 
21 instead, in 1959.  National 

Service started in 1960 making him 
one of the last to be called up.  
 

 
 

 
 

 

Johnõs career started with ôsquare-
bashingõ; this is the basic drills, learning 

the exact way your kit and locker ought 
to be laid out. The last two weeks of this 

was spent in London, during a visit of 
the Shah and Shareen of Persia in which 
John was involved in ôroute-liningõ 

parties.  
 

His first posting was trade training in 

Wiltshire, which was aircraft 
communications in Johnõs case. From 
there he was posted to Idris in Libya for 

two and a half years. It was a staging 
post, meaning all types of aircraft came 

through; John also lists many different 
sports he was involved with during this 

time! 
 

After returning to the UK, near 
Doncaster, he undertook advanced trade 

training to be a fitter, which meant being 
responsible for mending very detailed 

parts of an aircraft.  Then back to 
Yorkshire, after which time, in 1968, 

John was posted back to the Persian 
Gulf, another staging post in Oman and 
an island called Massira. There was one 

Arab village on the island with houses 
built from ô45 gallonõ empty oil drums. 

The reason was that a British ship had 
been wrecked on the island, and the 

crew massacred. The Sultan decreed 
after this, that they would never have a 
permanent building again on the island 

for 100 years.  A monument stands to 
mark this event, on Monument beach. 

John was involved in building a 
transmitter station there to transmit The 

BBC World Service to India. 
 

After this, John was posted to Kinloss in 
Scotland which was a permanent 

station. John trained on a Nimrod 
course, and the very first Nimrod was 

based there, eventually ending up with 
18 Nimrods based there.  This post 

lasted till 1973, and still all this time 
John was playing waterpolo and 
swimming, obtaining the Gulf Command 

badge for swimming whilst in Massira, 
which is quiet a high honour, Iõm told! 
 

 
 
 



 
 

John Eddisford /continued 
 
 

1972 saw John posted to Malta and he 
moved around during this time for 
three and a half years, then back to 

Kinloss. (Imagine the airmiles accrued 
by this much globe trotting should they 

have existed back then!) 
 

John worked on ôthe lineõ, which 
involved him in travelling to planes 

that needed mending. Rather like a 
community nurse for planes. Also John 

flew as ground crew during planesõ 
trips in case they needed servicing: this 

meant trips to Cyprus, Iceland, the 
States, Canada, Denmark, Sicily and 
the Azores to name a few. 
 

1981 saw John demobbed after 22 
years service and decided against 

continuing, in favour of looking for a 
job on ôcivvy streetõ. He came down to 

London for work and began in security, 
then ended up with a job inspecting in 
mechanical engineering, checking 

parts before sending them out. 
 

John then found an advert for a new 

Asda store being built in Colindale 
where he  was involved in setting up 

the security systems for them, in 
1989/1990, working  for them for six 
years. 
 

On moving to Harpenden, John 
commenced working at Sopwell House 

Country Club in St. Albans as a night 
porter, ending up in charge of room 
service. 
 

John and Christina joined The Hyde 
when they moved to London before 

moving Harpenden. They then moved 
back into London where John has been 

a member of The Hyde for 25-30 years. 
 

John joined the Royal Air Force 
Association when he came out of the 

armed forces, and his membership was 
at Hendon and District. At that time, 

three branches, Hendon, Edgware and 
Kingsbury had amalgamated and were 

based at RAF Hendon. 
  

 

 

 
 

With it being a new branch, John 

asked about joining the committee, 
and after a couple of years was elected 

as Vice Chairman and Wings Appeal 
Officer.  
 

This latter role meant organising 

charity collections that take place 
around September. At the end of the 

year, John took the position of 
Chairman, a position he held for ten 

years.   He then took the role of 
Secretary which he still holds today.   
 

For more than ten years he also took 

on the role of Standard Bearer, hence 
Johnõs disappearance on several 

Sundays!  During his time as a 
standard bearer John met the Queen 

Mother, also the Dukes of Kent and 
Gloucester, and many high-ranking 
officials within the Air Force.  
 

 
 

Three years ago, John was given a 
National Presidential Certificate, the 

highest award one can obtain with the 
Association.  Last year, John took part 

in the 70th anniversary of the Battle of 
Britain at St. Paulõs Cathedral, and a 

reception at the Guildhall afterwards. 
 

Over the years, John has had a varied 
and interesting life, visiting many 

countries and having a range of 
experiences.  Now youõre spoilt for 

choice when chatting to John at the 
door- just donõt distract him from his 

duties! 
 

Thank you, John 
 

Maria Wardrop-Day 
 

Let me know if thereõs someone who 

youõd like me to ask for a profile.  
Maria682639@yahoo.com or telephone  

020 8200 0323 

 
 

mailto:Maria682639@yahoo.com

