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LETTER FROM YOUR INTERIM MODERATOR:

Greetings Friends,

May the grace and peace of the Lord Jesus
Christbe with you all.

What a wonderful send off you arranged for
Cathy and Jim Gould. @A moving service,
lovely food and a super concert,
congratulations to you all. It was a great joy
and privilege for my wife and I to be there.
We wish Cathy and Jim every blessing in their
new home in Derbyshire It was also a great
joy for me to share worship with you the
following morning - the start and new
beginning as we now begin the work of
planning the next phase in the life and
witness of The Hyde. How does a church cope
without a minister in post? The Hyde is
extremely fortunate that in the congregation
there are some many talented and able
people to share the load and maintain the
high standard you all become accustomed to.
I hope some of you who have never led
worship before will be adventurous and
individually or in groups take up the
challenge of ‘doing a service'.

There are several tasks which need our
urgent attention. We need to prepare the
important document called ‘The Pastoral
Profile’. Thisis a detailed statement of where
we are and what sort of church The Hyde
wants to be. It needs to include pictures of
the church, the manse and quietly draw
attention to all the attractions of living in
leafy north London. A summary of this
document is put on the United Reformed
Church website and can be viewed by all
ministers who are thinking that they have
come to a time of possible change in their life.

I congratulate you on having a Hyde website.
This is also something that every minister can
have alook atso it needs to be really exciting,
welcoming and bang up to date.

I look forward to working along with you all
in the months ahead.

Douglas Hogge Interim Moderator

15 Sitwell Drive,
Kilburn, Derbyshire,
DES56 0JP

Greetings from Kilburn

It was so good to see so many of you on the
10t September. We are more grateful than we
can express for all the things that were done
and said on that day. But we are not going to
write individual ‘thank yous’ here, simply
because so many, many people did so many,
many wonderful things on that day. It all
worked magnificently, and was a fitting end to
our time together as minister, wife, and
brothers and sisters in Christ We enjoyed
ourselves enormously, so thank you all.

It has been said more than once that Jim didn’t
seem to be at all upset on the day. Well, yes
and no. Yes, he was upset, because we won't
be seeing so much of one another in the
future, and goodbyes are always painful. But
overriding this sadness was the joy at
celebrating so much of what we have done
together. This was The Hyde Church at its
best: worship, music, fellowship, laughter and
generosity. (Not least the ‘whip-rounds’ -
£1,000 from The Hyde URC and £200 from the
Chinese Church... and so many many
individual gifts for which we have written our
thanks separately.) Thank you, thank you,
thank you!

But while our particular association has come
to an end, may I please remind you of the
sentence borrowed from Baseball: “It ain’t
over till the fat lady sings.” The fat lady ain’t
sung yet - no siree! We might have retired,
but we all proved on Saturday 10t September
that wonderful things can happen when we let
God’s Spirit work among the talents of the
church. Our very absence gives opportunities
for other gifted people to offer ministry - do
let them, and do support them.

We look forward to hearing from you, and
hearing about all the wonderful things you are
doing together.

We send love to you all, and hope to see you
soon in Kilburn!

Cathy and Jim.
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PREACHING PLANS for -
OCTOBER 2011

OCTOBER

2"90Oct. — 10.00 a.m. - Mr. C. Mortimore

o Oct. - 10.00 a.m. — Elders Led Service

6.30 p.m. - Communion
Mr. C. Mortimore

16" Oct. - 10.00a.m. - Communion

2390ct. - 10.00am. - Mr. Allan Down
30" Oct. - 10.00am. - “Songs of Praise”

Mr. Roger Day
NOVEMBER

6" November -10.00 a.m. —

Mr. C. Mortimore
and Jews for Jesus

PREACHING ENGAGEMENTS FOR
CHRIS M ORTIMORE

Please pray for Chris as he leads
worship at the following venues
during OCTOBER

2" 0Oct. - 10.00 a.m.

- The Hyde

6.30 p.m. - St. John’s, Kenton
9" Oct. - 11.00a.m. - Chersterfield Road

6.30 p.m. - The Hyde
23'90ct. - 10.30a.m. - Totteridge

30" Oct. - 11.00 a.m.
NOVEMBER

Queens Park

6" Nov. - 10.00 a.m. - The Hyde
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THE NEXT COFFEE MORNING WITH
LUNCHES WILL BE HELD ON SATURDAY
5THNOVEMBER FROM 11 AM. FOLLOWED
BY LUNCHES AT 12 NOON

Come along and join in the good food
fellowship and chat, all for £3.00

ﬂ.““l‘.‘ Ketchd
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Rev. Phillip Stewart
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DIARY FOR OCTOBER 2011

OCTOBER

Sat. 1st - 11.00a.m.- Coffee Morning
and Lunches

Wed. 5" — 1.15p.m. - Lunchtime Service
7.00 p.m. - Contemplative Prayer

Thurs. 6™ - 2.00p.m. — Hyde De Hi

Frii 7" - 930am - Toddler Club

Sat. 8" - 9.00am - Mens Breakfast

Wed. 12" - 945am. - Housegroup
1.15p.m - Lunchtime Service
7.15p.m. - Housegroup

Frii ~ 14™ - 9.30am. - Toddler Club

Wed. 19" - 1.15p.m - Lunchtime Service

Thurs. 20" - 2.00 p.m. - Hyde De Hi
7.30 p.m. - Area Forum

Fri. 21% - 9.30am. - Toddler Club
7.30 p.m. - Elders Meeting

Saturday 22" - 10.00 a.m. - Church Meeting

Wed. 26" - 945am. - Housegroup
1.15p.m - Lunchtime Service
7.15p.m. - Housegroup

Frii 28" - 930am - Toddler Club

NOVEMBER

Wed. 2" - 1.15p.m. - Lunchtime Service
7.00 p.m. - Contemplative Prayer

Thurs. 39 - 2.00p.m. - Hyde-De-Hi

Sat. 51" - 1100am. - Coffee Morning and

Lunches
+4+++++++++++H

MENS BREAKFAST
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For varying reasons there has been quite a
gap since we men last met for breakfast
Well, the good news is we will be starting
back on Saturday, 8" October at 9 a.m.
So, if you have missed a good chat and a

good hearly breakfast (no tinned tomatoes,
| promise!) then join us on the 8" but
please let me know if you are coming.

Chris Mortimore
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MONEY MATTERS
OFFERINGS DURING

AUGUST/SEPTEMBER 2011

AUGUST
August Cash Envelopes Total
Aug. 7" | g13115 | £211.00 | £342.15
Aug.14™ | £ 72.00 | £184.00 | £256.00

Aug, 21 | £156.15 | £119.00 | £275.15
Aug.28™ | £121.00 | £95.00 | £216.00
TOTALS | £480.30 | £609.00 | £1,089.30

SEPTEMBER

September Cash Envelopes Total
Sept. 4" | £7000 | £311.00 | £390.00
Sept. 11'" | £138.65 | £180.85 | £319.50

Sept. 18" | £64.70 | £171.00 | £235.70
Sept. 25" | £91.00 | £256.00 £347.00
TOTALS | £373.35 | £918.85 | £1,292.20
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FLOWER LIS
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OCTOBER 2011

We are very grateful to members of our
Church who have given donations for
our flowers this month. It makes a real
difference to the feel of our Church
and enhances our worship.

We thank the following for their
donations during OCTOBER:-

MRS. M. VIZOR (BROWNSELL)
MRS. C. BUTLER
MISSES S. & J. FIELD
MRS. L. O'NEALE

We also thank our team of flower
arrangers:-

Pam Maycock

Vivien Crispe

Sheila Mortimore

Susan Day
Christina Eddisford

e

COMMUNION OFFERINGS

The Communion Offerings taken
during July/ August in support of
the Minister’s Housing Association
Amounted to £110.85

T O

BIRTHDAY CELEBRATIONS

DURING OCTOBER
DANNY DIANA
DORA LENA
ROSEMARY SANDRO
SHALOMI GWEN
SAHAT JOLENE
BUSSY SAM
JOHN
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rAPEY BIRTHDAY
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SATURDAY 10TH SEPTEMBER

It was a sad but joyous occasion
when a very large crowd met to
give thanks for the ministry of the
Rev. Jim Gould and his wife,
Cathy, who had been with us at
The Hyde for the past 8 years.

We met to send them both into
retirement and asked God’'s
Blessing on the new life they will
make for themselves in
Derbyshire.

Thank you both for your ministry,
your friendship and love over the
past years.

Chris Mortimore
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THANK YOU

SATURDAY 10™ SEPTEMBER

Thank you to all those who played
any part (whether large or small)
in making the day it was. I know
a lot of hard work was done both
before and during the day and it
is a credit to The Hyde that the
day was enjoyed by all who
attended, especially for Jim and
Cathy.

Thank you, Thank you, Thank you!

Chris Mortimore.
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and -

ANOTHER THANK YQUJ

Saturday September the 10th is now
a few weeks behind us, however |
had to writt a thank you t all
who helped in
make Jim and

whatever way 1o
Cathy's retirement
celebration go so well

The fumiture was organised so thank
Charles, Ted,
Herman, Asny and Christina.

you ... Roger, John,

Flowers were arranged.... thank you

Vivien, Sheila, Christina and Rosematy.
Tables were laid..... thank you Toni,
Lena, Michelle, Jessica and Comfort

Food was prepared .... thank you Pam,
Helen, Margarett Gwen, Maria, Hannah,

Asny, Holly ,Comfort ,Vivien and Cathy.

Guests were welcomed
Ted, John, Luke and Joshua.

thank you

Thank you Leona for being MC for
the afternoon.

Thank you Paul and Roger for
arranging the entertainment

if | have missed any body, | am
very sorry and Thank you!

Susan Day.
OO0V



CHURCH MEETING

Our Church Meeting will be held on
Saturday, 22" October at 10 a.m. If
you would like to meet earlier you can
do so and partake of Croissants and
tea or coffee.

Will all Church Members please make
every effort to attend or, if unable,
make their apologies known to me.

Chris Mortimore
Church Secretary

HOUSE GROUPS

May | make another request for those who
might be interested in attending a House
Group.

Both groups meet on Wednesday. The
morning group meets at 9.45 a.m. in the
house of Susan Day and is led by me, the
evening group meeting at 7.15 p.m. at the
house of Christina Eddisford, which is led
by Toni Anthony.

You will be more than welcome.
Chris Mortimore
TETPTTTET
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Will everyone please note that on Sunday, 6"
November at 10 a.m. our service will include a
presentation by a representative form Jews for
Jesus who will talk about the Autumn Festivals.

On Sunday 27" November at 10a.m.

Mr. Ernie James will join us to accept our
Cheque for ‘Impact’, The Indian Hospital
Train.

Please try and attend these two special services

and show our support for both charities.
LAY I\

Message from the Editor /-5

Well, we are now beginning our vacancy with
Jim and Cathy gone. Plans have been made for
all of our services to be covered with visiting
Ministers, Elders and our Church Secretary,
Chris, all playing a part in ministering to the
church.  We now have an Interim Moderator,
Douglas Hogge, who also will oversee us and
advise us when his help is needed. We have to
play our part also, by praying and supporting all
these people. So, keep praying and with God’s
help we will continue to be a thriving church.

HyYyDpDE-DE-H]

A warm welcome awaits any lady or
man who would like to join us on the
first Thursday or third Thursday of
each month, when we will engage in
specific activities or just spend time in
chatting. Dates are given below of
when we will be meeting.

THURSDAY 6% OCTOBER
2 P.M.
BULB PLANTING FOR

THURSDAY 20" OCTOBER
2 P.M.
CHAT AND FELLOWSHIP

AN B
L S

THURSDAY 3%° NOVEMBER
2 P.M.
YOUR FAVOURITE PHOTO




Look after each other — if everyone
looks out for just one other person,
no-one will be missed.

By the time you read this we will
again be in a place full of packing

Cathy
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Please keep articles for The Messenger coming in A

and may | have all material for the November 2011 DON'T FORGET THE CHURCH MEETING
issue of The Messenger no later than Sunday 23" SATURDAY 22"° OCTOBER - 9.30 A.M.
October. FOR CROISSANTS, TEA OR COFFEE -
FOLLOWED BY THE CHURCH MEETING
Thank you. AT 10 A.M.
Vivien Crispe AR
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News from the Pews

Final thoughts from a manse full
of packing cases!!!

Those of you who have moved can
remember well and sympathise.

Those of you who haven’t moved-
don’t bother— or instead, start
packing now, even if you don’t plan | would just like to say thank you to

to move for years, if ever! .
everyone who supported me in my year

- h - T
Memories of the 10*_ are still swirling six, school talents project. | raised a
around in our minds — what a

wonderful day. Thank you to every total of £107 which was a third of what

person who helped beforehand and
to those who came to wish us
farewell. I know there were some of
you we missed saying a personal All of the money is going towards good
goodbye to, but you are all in our

my class made.

causes.
thoughts and the 3 piece suite
arriving on Friday will regularly _
remind us of your generosity. Thank you again.

I want to add my personal thanks to
those written by Jim --- to all the Joshua
groups of people I was involved with
over these last years.

+++++++H



LET YOUR LIGHT SHINE

In a certain mountain village in Europe
several centuries ago, a nobleman
wondered what legacy he should leave
to the towns-people. At last he decided
to build them a church.

No one saw the complete plans for the
church until it was finished. When the
people gathered, they marveled at its
beauty and completeness. Then
someone asked, “"But where are the
lamps? How will it be lighted?”

The nobleman pointed to some brackets
in the walls. Then he gave to each
family a lamp which they were to bring
with them each time they came to
worship.

“Each time you are here the area where
you are seated will be lighted,” the
nobleman said. “Each time you are not
here, that area will be dark. This is to
remind you that whenever you fail to
come to church, some part of God’s
house will be dark.”

alia

Our SPOTLIGHT this month is on
LENA DING

This is Lena’s story

Not that Lena raised the bar or anything, but she did
treat me to a wonderful Malaysian lunch at a
restaurant in Hendon before we settled down to do
her profile. Don’t worry, I will still do profiles for
those just offering tea and biscuits!

Lena Ding was born in Singapore and her family
moved to Malaysia when she was three. Her dad
still practices as a doctor, her mum has passed away,
but was a housewife, who also ran her own timber
business. Lena has three younger siblings: a sister
called Letty now in San Francisco, and two brothers:
Lawrence and his family who are living with her

and Leslie and his family who are in Singapore.
When asked about her schooling years, Lena
confessed that she never liked school, found studying
very boring and was rubbish at exams. She would
rather be doing something practical or fun like being
a school photographer or skiving lessons to attend
Mass on Friday, even though it was strictly for the
Catholic students!

Her happiest memories were of being a young leader
in the Girls’ Brigade, playing the side-drum in the
Brigade band, singing in the church choir and
hanging out with her church friends for fun and
games.

When the Malaysian schooling system was changing
dramatically, her parents decided that their children
would be better off abroad in an English-speaking
country. At the age of seventeen, Lena and Letty
came to London to continue their school education
and her brothers were to follow shortly. After her A-
Levels, she went to study at Leeds University, where
she read music, drama and art. During her second
year of study, she became seriously ill and was later
diagnosed with an auto-immune disease called
Lupus, (short for Systemic Lupus Erythematosis).

The following year, at the tender age of twenty one,
she suffered a stroke and was hospitalised for six
months. ‘Those two years were very traumatic and
the scariest time of my life,” said Lena.

‘At the time, Lupus was a little known disease and

according to the literature then, Lupus sufferers
rarely live past the age of thirty. The thought that my
life would end in eight years time was just totally
incomprehensible! Looking back now, had my
parents not moved me to the UK, | would probably
not be alive today as | would not have had the same
standard of care and support back in Malaysia.’

Despite her setbacks, she managed to graduate with
a BA degree and secured an offer from Cardiff
School of Music and Drama to pursue a two-year
Theatre Stage Management Course. Her parents
however advised her to return to London to seek
further medical help for her condition and to pursue
a less physically demanding course instead. ‘It was
heartbreaking to turn down the place at Cardiff and
my dream of becoming a stage manager,” she said
with a hint of sadness in her tone, ‘but at this point
in my life, I really did not have much of a choice due
to the physical disability brought about by the stroke
I had.’

While in London, Lena embarked on an accounting
degree and progressed onto a professional course to
qualify as an accountant. ‘The professional exams
were hard and the failures were pretty demoralising.
I cannot tell you the number of times | wanted to
pack it in’ she said. ‘Fortunately, I had a very
understanding boss who supported me all the way
and kept reminding me that I would be more useful
to him when | am qualified than if | did not. | went
through seven horrible years of exams, every June



and December and eventually qualified as an
accountant in 1993. | worked a further four years to
gain my post qualification experience and was a PA
to my boss when | left in 1997 to set up my own
business undertaking private work from the practice
firm | worked for and from various accountancy
agencies.’

When | asked about her Christian life, Lena recalled
that Church was a big part of her growing years in
Malaysia. Her mum was very insistent that exam or
illness were not good excuses for non attendance,
unless you were on your death bed!

The first church Lena attended when she came to
London was a Baptist Church because it had a
Girls’ Brigade company. She confessed that she fell
away from God while at university and that having
Lupus was a wakeup call from God to return to
Him. Upon returning to London, she went to Holy
Trinity Brompton in South Kensington because it
had a choir! When the choir was disbanded to make
way for a more charismatic service, her school
friend invited her to attend the Chinese Church in
London (CCIL).’

In 1997, when CCIL was church planting in
Colindale, Lena was selected to oversee the
childrens’ ministry for the new congregation. On
hearing the news, she recalled marching up to the
senior pastor to protest against her appointment. She
was adamant that God had made a terrible mistake
because she never liked kids and had no desire
whatsoever to work with them let alone be in the
same room with them. This was like her worst
nightmare ever!!! Needless to say, the senior pastor
would not take no for an answer but encouraged
Lena to give it a try with the option that if it did not
work, the church would find a replacement for the
role.

Lena recalled the early years of the ministry. ‘For
the first six months, | was at war with God every
Sunday evening because | had no idea how to handle
or teach these kids. AIll the hard work and
preparation just turned to dust within the first 5
minutes of the lesson. | was at my wits end and was
dreading the onslaught each Sunday. Then one day,
something told me to go check out the Christian
bookshop in North Finchley to see if | could find
help for my dilemmas. That became the turning
point and from then onward, | started to learn how to
relate to the children in order to teach them. I began
to glimpse God’s heart for the children He brought
me into the Church each week. For the next nine and
half years, the children’s ministry would consume
my every waking hour and all my earnings would go
on books and training conferences far and near in
order to equip myself to truly serve my God by
serving these children. | reckoned that if no one was
going to teach or train me, then God had better be
my teacher and mentor.’

During that time, Lena also helped to run the
English bible study group for the adults but

gradually realised that she needed some theological
training to ensure that she was not passing on her
own interpretation or false understanding of the truth.

In 2005, she embarked on a two-year diploma in
biblical studies at Oxford University and graduated
with a 2:1. ‘The course was an eye-opener,” said
Lena. ‘It challenged my own belief about God and
the kind of faith |1 had in my God. The academic
world certainly added a whole new dimension to my
understanding and created a deeper hunger for God
in me.’

Two years after Oxford, Lena decided to pursue a
two-year MA in Christian Spirituality just to feed this
deep spiritual hunger in her. Unfortunately, due to ill
health and the long working hours, she had to put her
studies on hold for the time being.

So how did Lena came to be at the Hyde? She
explained that she has always felt more at home in
an English Church because she could not speak or
understand the Chinese language well enough to go
to a Chinese church. When she first attended the
Hyde URC services, she found that everyone was
very welcoming and they had two great pianists to
lead the worship so she decided to stay. A year later,
she entered into membership, joined the Life and
Mission Choir and helped to teach in Junior Church.
She has served as an elder and together with Roger
and Ted, represented the URC on the Joint
Management Committee.

As it was getting past the restaurant closing time, I
asked Lena what is the way forward for her? After a
thoughtful pause, she gave this answer, ‘I would like
to go back to college and pick up where | left off in
my Masters course. The course had taught me so
much about my relationship with God and the
potential each of us have to be truly Christ like. For
we have more in common with the Son of God than
with any other beings, created or uncreated. And that
is such an awesome thought! The more | read about
the spiritual lives of the saints, the more | longed for
the kind of relationship they had with God. | would
love to pursue this subject further perhaps in the US
because they have a lot more courses on offer than in
the UK. Failing that, I guess | might as well become
a nun!

As for Lupus, it has turned out to be a real blessing
to me. Not only has it taught me a lot about my own
limitations and to take better care of myself, | am a
stronger person inside because of it. You could say
that Lupus is my left hand and God is my right hand
and | needed both of them to keep me grounded in
reality.

Thanks, Lena for your story — Maria Wardrop-Day

Please let me know if there’s someone who
you’d like me to ask for a profile.
Maria682639@yahoo.com
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CONTEMPLATIVE PRAYER
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All things change in due time.

We will gather for prayer on Wednesday Wishing cannot bring autumn glory

5" October, at 7 p.m.,

so, if you would like to join us in the or cause winter to cease.”
vestry for 40 minutes quiet reflection led

by Toni Anthony then please do so. We ‘

will be very happy to see you and share in )/ )/

this time of prayer and reflection
CHRIS MORTIMORE

together.
4

REFI ECTIONS

GOD'S WORLD INAUTUMN

_ This world of Godds is
“U "< Uy . with mighty things like mountains; and things of
> 2 del i cate wor kmanshi p |
webs spangled with diamond dew; and things
wonderfully put together & colourful things o
God let your autumn kindness clouds silver in the blue sky, and leaves scarlet
teach us to be fair, not greedy. and gold in autumn and hues brighter than any
paint box when the sun goes down.

Leaves from the air like sparks from
a fire, M% j’/é‘ p/{/{‘ j%‘

The forests ablaze with autumn

colour, ] GOD'S GOLD.
The right amount of rain gently
falling,

The wind in bare branches softly
calling.

Oh, the glory of this autumn day,

When the trees unfold their gold!

Oh, how lifted is my spirit, Lord,

When such beauty | behold!

Like precious coins, each leaf holds on
through sunshine, fog,

or haze;

The memory of this rich display

will warm my winter days.
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Wh a't a wonder f ul time is l|life s auumn,

When the leaves of the trees are all gold, And we know that in all things God works
When God fills each day as He sends it for the good of those who love him, who

_ _ _ have been called according to his purpose.
With memories, priceless and old.

Romans Ch 8v.28)

"Have patience.




